memory lane

STILL ROOTED
From Humiston to Willis
and Now the Lowther’s

T

he land on the corner of Highway 60
and Avalon holds special memories for
another Vero Beach family, showing us
that these breathtaking trees are more
than a piece of Vero Beach; they hold heart warming
memories and local family histories in their roots.
Katharine B. “Kitty” Willis, moved to Vero
Beach as a bride from her hometown of Titusville.
She worked with her husband as a bookkeeper in
their farming business until his death, and then
opened her own clothing store, The Hawaiian
Shop, on Ocean Drive. The store was well known
for its large selection of authentic “moo-moo’s”
and stayed in business for 34 years. Her daughter,
Bebe Lowther, had four children: Joe, Gus, Tom
and Holly. These siblings hold this property very
dear to their hearts, as sweet childhood days were spent under the shade of the banyans.
The Lowther family supports our efforts to ensure the preservation of these beautiful,
historically significant trees. We asked the family to share some of their fondest memories:
JOE: “My fondest memories were coming from Daytona to visit my grandmother and
climbing all the trees with our cousins to see who could climb the highest.”
GUS: “I’ll always remember trying to climb to the top of the trees and hide from everyone.”
TOM: “I remember as a 10-year-old boy running as fast as I could down this one limb
that extended out over what is now State Road 60. The limb felt safe to me, it seemed as if
it were 10-feet in diameter, but I knew that if I fell it was about 8 feet down.”
HOLLY: “I remember always swinging from the large root systems hanging down from the
large trees. It always amazed me that when it rained, we would never get wet under the trees.”
We hope that many more memories are yet to be made under these magnificent trees.
We’re still continuing our efforts to preserve this piece of Vero’s past. When you see these
trees and feel their age-old energy, you know why promoting this special place and ensuring
its survival for future generations is so important. Unfortunately, these things take time so
we’re learning to have a lot of patience too!
If you want to help us get rooted, please contact us at Portfolio-Vero Beach Magazine,
P.O. Box 648155, Vero Beach, FL 32964, (321) 438-8733.

Join Portfolio-Vero Beach Magazine,
Pam Cooper, David Cox Consulting,
Safety and Environmental Systems, Inc.,
Landscape Concepts, Treepeace, and
many more as we join forces together to foster
the roots of our community while creating
more green space for our beautiful city.
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