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memory lane

D
r. W.H. Humiston started visiting Vero Beach as early as 1914 from Cleveland, Ohio.  

He retired here in 1929, purchasing land and designing his residence at 2432 20th Street. 

From the onset, Dr. Humiston was very active in Vero. In 1924, he was credited with 

organizing Vero’s Beautification Society but records indicate that he began talking about 

it as early as 1919. This society of local citizens and winter visitors not only brought people together 

and fostered friendships but provided an annual Beautification Day celebration for over 30 years!  

It also won national recognition as a novel idea in town improvement. 

Each year the Beautification Society would choose one location that could use improvement. 

Membership was open to the public and members could contribute by working on Beautification 

Day, or money with which to buy trees, shrubs and other supplies. Members contributing to  

work were expected to present themselves ready to work in the early morning, along with garden 

tools. Lunch was a hot meal provided by the Women’s Club. Sometimes even the high school band 

was invited to play during the lunch hour! Work ended when the day’s project was completely finished.  

The Beautification Society began in 1928 and was suspended in 1942 on account of the war.  

Dr. Humiston died the following year at the age of 89. It resumed again in 1950 under the leadership 

of Herschel Auxier. Beautification Day was devoted to the home and civic life of our community. 

Vero’s Beautification Society and Annual Beautication Day

“I hope the Beautification Society will 
continue to be active until Vero Beach is 
known as the most beautiful city in the 
United States.” ~ W. H. Humiston

A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know  

they shall never sit. ~ Greek Proverb

A
lthough Dr. Humiston’s house no longer remains, what does 

remain are two beautiful giant Banyan trees. It is our mission  

to raise funds to purchase this property and make it a park 

in honor of Dr. Humiston, and for all the beautification he 

brought to our city. Just like back then, as a community, we all need to  

work together toward this common goal. We’d like to call it Humiston  

Park West. We hope that you will be encouraged and inspired by the  

photographs that you see here and that you’ll want to be a part of this 

amazing project. We all need to keep Vero Beach beautiful! After attending 

a council meeting recently, we hope we inspired the Tree & Beautification 

Committee to consider bringing back Beautification Day! Together, we can 

all come together as a community, young and old, visitors and residents, 

and help support this worthy cause.

Beautification Day eDitorial, 1930
Beautification Day has come to be an institution in Vero Beach. It is generally  
observed and as greatly enjoyed as any of the regular holidays. Why shouldn’t it 
be? It is a day devoted to the home and civic life of our community.  

Physical beautification of the city lends beauty and charm to the environment 
of the home and business institutions of this community. Physical beautification 
begets mental and moral beautification. Combined together, these make the  
ideal community. 

The spirit of neighborliness is promoted by observance of this annual  
event. As people come to know each other better they have a keener sense of  
appreciation of each other and they get a higher value on community life.  

The very spirit of this day promotes good will, respect and wholesome regard for 
our city in all aspects and departments.   

Cooperation is a much used word; and it is a wonderful word when put into 
practice. Particularly in community life, cooperation is a great factor in promoting 
progress and development. This spirit of cooperation, so evident on Beautification 
Day, is the same spirit that has carried Vero Beach steadily forward in the face of 
discouragement and handicaps. Every resident should have a part in the coming 
beautification event. It can be a glorious day in the history of the city and the lives 
of individuals. Let us make this an outstanding event of this year – so outstanding 
that it will once more bring commendable distinction to our beautiful city.  
— December 2, 1930, Vero Beach Press Journal

“Florida: A Land of Homes”
FL Dept of Agriculture 1934


